
STUDENT’S PEACE FESTIVAL
[Chandigarh, India: September 27, 2009 to October 1, 2009]

Dedicated to the sacred memory of Gandian Peace activist Late Didi Nirmala Deshpande
make a change by getting involved…
Student’s Peace Festival is a time when people come together and have a party to celebrate peace!  Anything fun that holds up the worth of persons, friendship, and harmony is appropriate at a Students Peace Festival.  Some of the things planned for this year’s initiative are;
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	A Peace Parade
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	Carnival games
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	Make and take crafts
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	Multi-cultural performances
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	Peace Talks & Peace Stalls
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	Magic Shows & Face Painting 
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	Film Shows & Music to UNITE
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	Nature trails & discussions of Environmental issues
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	Clowning & Fancy Dress Cat-walk
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	One Sky One World kite fly


OBJECTIVE; To promote peace, equality and living in harmony with nature.
The Plans; Around 500 Students from different countries and states of India are invited to participate. Peace Festival will provide a platform for increased cross-fertilization of ideas through greater interaction among the students. The students coming from outside will be staying with a local student of their age and sex for greater understanding, sharing of ideas and dreams. Student Host-Student Guest. Through out the day they all together will be involved in lots of activities, games, cultural programmes and educational excursions.
The Outcome; The benefits of Student’s Peace Festivals are many.  They are well-covered media events which focus the community's attention on non-violence issues. They are a catalyst for people to get involved in their community and make a difference.  They energize those who are already engaged in good causes because the people recognize they are not alone in their endeavor.  They bring families together.  They promote positive life skills.
PEACE STALLS: Participating NGO’s, charitable organizations, religious groups and others working for global, social and individual change are encouraged to spread their message and seek networking by putting-up Peace Stalls - actively promoting their message (within their stall limits) at the venue of Peace Festival. 
PEACE TALKS: If you could get people to do ONE THING to create a more peaceful world - what would it be? International Students Peace Festival is looking for students & campaigners to do short talks between acts on this topic during the festival. The talks should only be 3 minutes long but we hope they will have a much longer lasting impact on the audience. If you would like to book a talk slot, or have a suggestion for a topic you'd like us to try and find a speaker on, please contact us on yuvsatta@gmail.com.

Peace Talks Guidelines: They’ll all be themed under one title - One thing YOU can do for Peace this week...This gives lots of scope for subjects and hopefully will encourage the audience to become more active in the particular campaigns that interest them by giving them an easy way in. It's a great opportunity to publicize a cause, and it’s really not that scary! As we're a free festival we can't pay anything for the talks which should not be more than 3mins long.

About Didi Nirmala Despande: October 17, 1929-May 1, 2008; A whole generation in Asia, particularly in Pakistan and India witnessed Didi Nirmala Deshpandes’relentless struggle for peace among people of this region. Her commitment to all sections of the society for national integration and communal harmony remained paramount throughout her life. In reality she was a crusader and a great peace icon who believed in building a stronger and a durable relations among Asian countries. 

She was the last of the dedicated Gandhians and her loss is mourned by India as a great blow to peace initiatives.  Although she is no more but her energy is guiding us. Like Gandhi ji and Vinobha ji, she was a woman of action. Her recent favourite phrase was "Lage Raho" meaning just keep going! Our best tribute would be to keep her legacy alive by adhering to her vision of positivity and action. 

ABOUT PEACE-CITY CHANDIGARH: 
BACKGROUND; Chandigarh, the dream city of India's first Prime Minister, Sh. Jawahar Lal Nehru, was planned by the famous French architect Le Corbusier. Picturesquely located at the foothills of Shivaliks, it is known as one of the best experiments in urban planning and modern architecture in the twentieth century in India. Since the medieval through modern era, the area was part of the large and prosperous Punjab Province which was divided into East & West Punjab during partition of the country in 1947. The city was conceived not only to serve as the capital of East Punjab, but also to resettle thousands of refugees who had been uprooted from West Punjab.

Pre-historic past: The city has a pre-historic past too. The gently sloping plains on which modern Chandigarh exists, was in the ancient past, a wide lake ringed by a marsh. The fossil remains found at the site indicate a large variety of aquatic and amphibian life, which was supported by that environment. About 8000 years ago the area was also known to be a home to the Harappans.

PRESENT CHANDIGARH: It’s very difficult to imagine any major city in India being more ideal for sight-seeing than Chandigarh, which is truly a model of outstanding modern urban planning. Chandigarh’s beautiful gardens, bike paths, architecture, culture all contribute to a quality of life that is unbeatable anywhere else. Come and see Chandigarh - a Utopia!

For more details about the city;
http://chandigarh.nic.in/
LOCAL EXPENSES; Organizers will arrange for everything, be it guests boarding, lodging, food, refreshments, sight-seeing, travel etc. except shopping & registration fees.

Food: Organizers of the Peace Festival only consider vegetarian/vegan caterers and will operate a 100% recyclables policy on all food stalls. 
This means you should use washable crockery and mugs, or, if this is not possible paper plates & wooden cutlery. And absolutely no plastic or polystyrene on-site please!

TRAVEL GRANTS; Participants have to make their own travel arrangements and as such no-travel grants are available, but once in Chandigarh organizers will take care of all local logistics and support. And Chandigarh which is capital of two states of India i.e. Haryana & Punjab and also a Union Territory, which means a city under the direct control of Central Government, is 250 kms. north of New Delhi-the capital city, thus very well connected with road, rail and air network.
LAST DATE FOR REGISTRATION: July 30, 2009.  

REGISTRATION FEES & ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA; 
Your passion to change the world!
REGISTRATION FORMS; 

There are no registration forms. Just mail us your brief profile with age, gender and a comment on why you want to participate !
Organizers: YUVSATTA, Gandhi Smriti & Darshan Samiti, New Delhi, KB DAV Sr. Sec. Public School, Chandigarh, & The Gurukul Schools, Chandigarh-Panchkula.
Co-Organizers: COVA-Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, Harijan Sewak Sangh-Tamilnadu Branch, ARUSHI-Bhopal, BIRDS-Belgaum, Karnatka, Sawera Sansthan- Bikaner, Rajasthan, Bombay Sarvodaya Mandal-Mumbai, Maharastra. 
For any other information;

Mr. Parmod Sharma, Coordinator, Yuvsatta (Youth Power-an NGO)

R. No. 12, 16, Karuna Sadan, Sector 11, Chandigarh, India - 160 011

Cell: 91-9872609816  e-mail: yuvsatta@gmail.com
Website: www.yuvsatta.org
“BE THE CHANGE YOU WISH TO SEE IN THE WORLD”- Mahatma Gandhi

