= Children of Mirgitand village in Jharkhand's East Singhbhum
district shows their scars. They were the jucky ones who survived.
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Hot rod horror
brands childs

‘n Jharkhan

BARBARIC A collapsing health system
allows 2 deadly fix for protruding bellies

where 17 of 24 districtsare simul-
taneously classified by its own
government as “food insecure”
and “highty affected” by Maoists,
who bank on the collapse of gov-
! ernance to aid their growing
; ; ; influence.
B Vijay Murty § Tis ‘s the belief: A child with

& braurty@hindustantimes.com a protruding belly has worms,
which can be Killed by plung-

. Abarbar- nga red-hot iron through the
{c method of maiming andinad-  sides of the stomach.
vertently killing bungry children. | uThe more 2 child cries and
~in tri India-shows ow the- screams during the {reatment,
nation is failing 1Wd more ger@;{us;.,wﬂi;.
furtheripgtheh&wﬁt rebellion. said Bishu embrom, 18, who
Children with distended bel- recalled his pain when he was
lies, characteristic of malnu- S0 treated at age three.
trition and disease, routinely «“We have firm faith in this
have red-hot iron rods plunged method of treatment,’ said Ravi
into their gidesby superstitious, Tuddu, 30,aSantha1trihesman
erty-stricken tribal parents and head of Mirgitand village,
in the belief it will cure all 180 km south east of Ranchiin
stomach ailments. Bast Singhlbhum district, which,
Fatally injured or infected ~ with 69 per cent literacy, is
during this primitive procedure, Jharkhand’s most literate.
several children die — there are CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
figures — in a state » FOOD SECURITY BILL, pPi3

no official
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