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WIDE BASE OF RESPONSIBLE, ACTION-ORIENTED NGOs HEEH.ED

FARAS K JHA

“There are aboui 1,560,000 reglatered
prakits 1n e oouniry far Lrl.'Hll‘!IH: (4]
wark 1o the Nelds of education, health,
socinl seciirtty, bogal add otc, biil anly
abotnt 40,000 are active ODuat of them,
abodit 30,000 are direct]y dependent on
poverniment grants for dagr-doday sc.
thviiles Some agencies spring up af
the time of Dood, deought ebc,™ wald P
K Laheri, ex-4iate chisl sscratary in
his inngiral address of n Consakia-
tiof Meel on the Matlonal palicy on
Waluniary Secton

The two-day eonanltation has besn
organised at the Entreprensurship
Deevolopment Instiute (EDT, which
atarted on Tuesday The objpective ks to

| roalise the stabelevel volunmtary sector

pudlkey andl {o discuss the path for the
implemenintion of the national vol
uninry sector policy, approved by the
Union cabinet on May 17, 3007, The
meot has boen organised by the BTN
arad Voluntnry Actiom Metwork India
{Wanl) In asseciation with Unnati.
Jdnnpath amd Sajiatn Sangh

Dinesh Awasthi, director, EDI,
Paresh Tewnry CEO. Vink, sod Biney
Acharyn, direcion. Unnati weme smong
thoss present on Lhe cornaion

Speaking farther about the woluz-
tary sector ecenario, Laher] eabd that
A large nutmber of rusis had s& up
schonds and collegss to impar! edocn
thon. Bad they Drvested capiial only

PK Laheri

Former stafe chiel secretary

“Dependence on foreian aid
for looking after the needy in
India is not proper. We should
not bank on that. We have
progressed well and have our
OWn rMesounces,.”
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‘Sacrifice soul of
voluntary bodies’

CAMPOS TALK: Students interact on the EDI campus

opee. Thelr operntions were sub-
sldisedd by the government. with
tonchers heing pald directly by the
povernmaent with fscilities lke pen-
o and other beneflis. Thus educa-
tlon sector, instead of Becoming a
charity, beeame an sctivity to earn
livel Eheoosd For =0 meany managEmenis.
They were not giving back to socisty
bl tnking something from it."

Listing the cruclal chammcteristics
of n voluntary agency, Laherd aaid,
“Voluntary agency will be distin:
ghiished by thiree things. The frst one
b sersitivity If there i3 no senaitivi-
ty; there |s no possibility of charits
Without sensithwity it is buciniess or
memly o formality Second is sacrifice.
Peopie should maks sacrifios of thelr
career, income etc, miher than mak:
kg maney ool of i The thind atirib-
ube ks that & veluntary agency shokiid
e a voloe of chvil soclety™

He termed the initiative to formg-
Late a palley for the sinde as hmmenae
by usfin] ms this would belp make a le
gal frameworl, ensure tangihbe bene
fits to people and demand trans-
parency and sccountability fram
MGOw " He further sald, “The palicy
should also consider the misuse of
govarnmend schemes by voluninry or-
panisalkons.”

He called for & wide base of ac
cotmialkde, reiponaible, actlon-oriend
e BCrOs, witibeh athonihd be stancding on
the pillars of sensitivics sacrifice,
wodon all U eyl sockely scootintahil-
iy and impovatlon. He siressed thal
the volaflary seclor miket Woirk i
stich o waoy that the soclety remalns

ermpowered and expable of generating
benefiis aven after they have with-

ikrmen themselves from a ceriain srm

Paresh Tewary CEOQ, Vani, spoke
on the noeed to formulaie and finalise
the state policy draft and lis subse
guent approval by the state govern
mend as Stabe Polley on Voluniary Sec
tor in Oujarat. He termed the natlon
al policy as Immensely useful as this
recogn ised the pxistence of voblunisry
sector: He highlighted four distinet nd-
vaninges of the pollcy: fis promise to
provide i enabling erviFomment and
promote the spirit of woluntarism,
promise o focus on resource mobill
sation; promiss o focns on Volumdsry
Secior’s partnership with all seciors,
and promise to promobs poernance
and capacity bullding within the val-
IEntAry secton

Paresh Tewary
CEQ, Vanl

“Accountability is vital, but
handcuffing would not allow
the sector to prosper. The
FCRA has provisions which
mahe the gaing difficult for
= [ike' the nead to re-
reglster after one year et al.”
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Only 40,000 out of 150,000 registered
trusts active: PK Laheri

| % REPOATER
Ahmectahid, 10 Fabeary

: In order fo involve the val-
| e ekt Blraiorians
in Gajarat, the voluniory sec-
| lar lkan ed the sialo
Eovernment (o formulale o
palicy on the lires of the na-
ticnel podicy for the vohamiary
sectar
Caarjnrat has 2.37 lakhs reg.
istered voluninry orguniss-
tions mnd the state policy
wontld give a vidce o the vol-
ufitary sector and promote
u (eeling of solidariey within

the sector There (s a need
e finalise the ssnte policy drafi

mnmmwm'
- ek

the stute

ticnad i ! .
Ful as it recognises the exis-
ténce of the seetor. [t tallcs
about partnership in all seg-
mends af the society and b
parts on independent and an
RiFlORGITOuE staks bt vol.
undary sector, This needs o
be implemenied ot the sizme
kevel to build up & sustaimed
relationsip between civil so-
ciety arganlsations (C505)
ar! the stale government: So
for Uttar Pradesh, Andrea

[Frerm beftl: P Laheri, former chiel
of Gujarat addresses the audience s Paresh Thwary, chiel
exscutive officer of VAN and Dinesh Awarthi, director of

ED lnok on

Fradesh and Modhya Pradesh
are in the {inal of dragt.
ingg the podies” ssid Paresh T

. wary, chief executive offissr
il Action Metwark

India (VAND, which haz or-
gnaised a state consultniion
coenatennal palicy on the el
untary sector at the Entre-
premeurchipn Developeent In-
stituie of India (EDD, in ns-

! soclation with Unpatl, Jan-
- path and Sajjara Sangh

The nathonal palice on the
vakuniary sector, which was
npproved by the Lnkon gav
ernment on May 17, 2007,

[promises 1o create an enabling
envircnment for wiluniary or.

{ | ganisations and fecilise their

partnership with the govern-
mens. The government wai
vrged to net up task forces
to opemtionniise different noc-
thons of the palicy, and include
members of the solmtnry sec.
tor in the same

“There mre sbout 150,000

l mrr‘r:d trusis, working on

imues bt out of thess
only about 40,0080 are perlvs
nnd dut of thess 40,000 about
30,000 depend on government
Erints bo carry oul sctivities,
There is 8 need for a wider

QovErmiment

base of accountable, respon-
sahide, nctinn- orianiad NGO,
which'stnnd on the pillars of
sansitivity. sacrifice, vaice af
the civil society, accounia-
biikity that invedve peeple and
inagvation fo benefit peaple
The voluntary sector musi
work in such a way that the
saciety rl:n':tl.fu empowered
i capabie of generting ben-
efits even after they huve with-
drawm themeslons from a cer
Tadp areq. The Enftiative of for-
malating policy for the stus
wonlld be immemsely usefil m
this would help make & |e-
gal framework, ensure tangi-
Bl benefitg 1o people nnd de
mand transparency and ac
eouritalidity from NGO, " sald
PK Laheri, former chief sec
retary, governmang of Gujaral,
Sinbo comsitistion aims
at influencing policies relaned

« 1o volundary sector; promot-

Snm EOVETTINGS MTKIES
E 4, promaoting dinhﬁ:
with palicy makers on icues
related fo the sector; engag-
ing with media and podincal

in an
s imuues nnd bailldng and
ftrengthening siate level et
work
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to draft policy on
voluntary sector

Aumininans Migpon BURLAU

fary organksations across e
state met ot the Entreprenuriship
Development bstitute of India o

dlimas the national fot wnluimiary
wectod and also o 3 sk [miTe 1o
iradi ihe k

Pareth Tiwar of YAN] (Voluntary Ac-
thon Metwark [ndia) sakd, "1t is high time
thiat wee Bootrrs & growp to draft a polacy for
iy ecognises the existence of the volun-
tary sector and s ALIbDINDITIY.

e ———

mmendlnEl

Laher sk some NGO prospered Ly
inking ursfaly advantage of gEvenmens
1l schermes for develppment. 5o prople
ssvociated with voluntary sector thould
Ermare werinil ;, aacrifice and innove-
thve splrl 1o the guale Thi e

davy et will end on Wadnesday.
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‘Statehas
1.5lakh trusts
but only
40K active’

il WS AT,

Abhmedabad: There arme
arcund 1.5 lakh registerod
truses in the giate. Bal only
40,009 are active. Moreover,

moai depend on government

granis for their profects. This
wig rovealnd on Toesdagy by

formeer chiel secretary of the |
state, PK Laherd, af & two-dsy |
workshop on state policy on '

valuniary sector hold at En-

treprensuralip Developament
Iratiiude, Indin (EDT)

The workshop simed at |

sharing nnd debating aspocts
af nmatlonal policy on valun-
tary sector formulated [0 2007,
with HGOs and the voluntary
soctor in the atato,

Alter lormulatlon of thie
palicy, Central government
miked stale governments o
commsa tip with their own poll
cles. Uttar Pradesh, Andhrs
Pradesh and Madhys Pradiesh
e taken a bead, whereas G-
Jarat is stil] to make & move in
lhl;dlﬂ-rrhn.

peaking on 'Strengthen-
ing Partmership botwoen Gov-
armment and the Yoluntary
Sector’, Laher] maid, "Volun-
tary sector should be standing
on the pillars of sennitivity
sacrifice, vodeo of civil socle
ty and sccountability nnd
should tmyolve peaple and In:
novatlams that benedit thom =

It's extremoly useful if o
atate formulntes a policy, o
s will heelp pat in plaee 5 e
gl framework, snsare tangi-
hle bennfits far peopke amd &
mand transparency and pe-
countability from NGOs, ha
nelded.

Howiver, Labori admined
that the chority commission.
ar in the state was overbar-
dened having to den] with a
huge number of trusta and
that upgradation of datp on
NGOs was urgently noedod,

rerTm
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_ENI, VANI to organise_—

state-level consultation

KHMEDABAD:The city-lased Fntrepreneurship
pevelopment Insture of India {EDI) and
Nieww Dielhi-based Valuntary Action Network
Enudlia (VANE) are poinaly organdsing a two-day
Sease Level Conmultation in asodagion with
Unnatl, Janpaih and Safiaa Sangh o
Febmaary 10 znd |1 at the BD campais. The
eonahation b aimed s heirging iogether
various siakebolders irom all kevel of sdety
at one platborm to understand the vanious
aspecss of the policy, its impications lor the
vedumtary secvor and promote fommidagion of
a policy lor the stabe.

——
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